Let us see how the office of the captain of militia arose. By 1636, wh,en about thirty families had settled near the spot where the city of Quebec now stands, the danger of the Indian war had become visible. From the first, the little colony was exposed to the attacks of an enemy far superior in numbers, and -what was Worse-an enemy who fought, not like a soldier, but like an assassin, stabbing by ruse in the dark, and then running away. The Iroquois made these raids under the pretext of "coming to kill the Algonquin", as had been their practice of old, but the French. settlers were not exempt, being the friends of the Algonquins among whom they lived. The Iroquois had also a vendetta with the Hurons of Lake Simcoe, and as the Hurons came down annually to the St. Lawrence to sell furs to the French at Three Rivers, they too attracted the Iroquois to the French settlements.
Governor d'Ailleboust, who took charge of the colony of New France in 1648, was a military man. Though the white popula-. tion of the colony at that .time did not exceed six hundred souls, he organized a flying camp of about fifty men from among the settlers, to try to ward off the invaders. The device was only partly successful. Like flies, the Iroquois would disappear at the first sign of danger, and would go to another locality where they might find a chance to strike without the risk of a battle. To some extent, however, d'Ailleboust's volunteers effected their main object, as they prevented the prowlers from operating, here and there, as they wished. This state of affairs continued for nearly twenty years, and during this time practically all the men and boys in the colony were trained as militiamen ; so that, although there were no professional soldiers in their ranks, the inhahitants of the colony were really a military corps.
In 1665, when the French population had risen to about three thousand souls, a full regiment of regulars arrived to put a stop to the Iroquois nuisance. At the same time, several Canadians urged the authorities to remodel the militia system already existing, and some independent companies were formed to march with the regulars in the campaign of 1666 against the Iroquois villages. In fact, there were three successive expeditions sent that year; and the result was that the Iroquois raids ceased from that moment everywhere along the St. Lawrence. But if the expeditions were successful, the royal troops made blunder after blunder in a kind of warfare to which they were quite new; and
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we may say that the Canadians saved the main body of the anny from destruction. The French government, now under the impression that there was no more danger ahead, paid after this no further attention to the militia, and in 1669 the regulars were withdrawn from the colony: The Canadians persisted in advocating a good militia system; but for some time their agitation was in vain, and it was only under a new set of circumstances that the reorganization of the militia became once more" the question of the day".
In 1672 Fontenac came out as governor-general. He found that the colony was divided into three districts or provinces, Quebec, Three Rivers, and Montreal, each with a lieutenantgovernor and all the appliances of separate administr~ion, the whole being a sort of confederation under the governor-general. The Council of the colony was composed of men residing in the little town of Quebec, nearly all of whom were interested in the fur-trade, and who could not therefore be considered as repre-
• ntative of the community or the three districts. Frontenac ade an attempt to remedy the situation by calling on Beauport, uebec, Cap Rouge, Three Rivers, and Montreal to elect syndics "to act as advisers and to furnish information to the government with respect to their various localities. No doubt the members of the Council wrote to the minister in . France· protesting against this innovation. No doubt, too, the King was already adverse to it. In any case, a prompt rebuke came to Frontenac. "It is well," wrote the King's minister, "that each sho1.l-}d speak for himself, and no one should speak for all." .Frontenac's policy was checkmated-but only for the moment.
Talon, the intendant, following out the advice of eminent Canadians, had already recommended the creation of a militia in which should be enrolled all men able to carry arms. The Council had been consulted, and had agreed. Frontenac, as the head of the military organization in the colony, was directed by the King's minister, Colbert, to put the plan into execution. To do this, in accordance with orders from France, was quite a simple matter, since no public opinion was allowed to exist in Canada at that time; and Frontenac lost no time in effecting this reorganization of the militia.
Knowing what was required in a wild country like Canada, he planned neither the formation of a regiment, nor of a battalion, nor even of companies; but he based. his system upon the instruction of squads at home, with a view to training scouts, "..
-.
skirm.ishers, the lightest sort of infantry-the very men indispensable for any Indian war. In the case of hostilities with the New England colonies, he counted on the aid of troops from France.
The habitants were furnished with guns at cost price. They paid (or these weapons by thirty or forty monthly instalments, and had the right to use them for hunting. For this purpose they were welcome, since each farmer had plenty of shooting in the forest at the end of his land, and could sell the fur thus procured to the company of traders which enjoyed the monopoly of the furtrade. As for the ammunition, what was used at drill was free of cost; the farmer paid only for what he wanted when hunting. There were no uniforms, and there was no pay, either in peace or in war. The King was expected to supply canoes and snowshoes in case of need, as well as some provisions; but in general every man was supposed to be able to make a living from the forest or the stream at any time. The whole of the arrangements cost the royal treasury so little that the plan was readily approved.
All that was required for the carrying out of the plan was a ... captain-instructor of musketry in each parish, or in each settlement of smaller size. This was the capitaine de milice, or the. capitaine de la cote. The farms were distributed along the St. Lawrence, each one abutting on the water-" along the coast", as the phrase was. The term capitaine de la cote is therefore clear enough for us. Sometimes one of these officers commanded five or six groups not yet numerous enough to compose a parish. He had a squad to oversee in everyone of them. The whole country was CJ military establishment; and no man or grown boy remained outside the organization, unless excused for some geod cause. Shooting was the main object of the militia; and Sunday after-. noon was the time appointed for the practice. In the absence of the captain, a lieutenant or an ensign took charge; and there was no one who could not find in the musketry practices, not only a school for hunting, but also an amusement and a chance of disp1aying skill and perhaps winning a prize.
It would not be out of place nowadays to revive this custom, and thus give the people of Canada a disciplinary education, as well as a fit knowledge of all the elements necessary to make a soldier. Men of the squad, if properly trained, are two years in advance -of others when they are formed into companies or battalions. It is useless and very expensive to send recruits to a camp. Why not prepare the population at large to enter into company formation with ease and efficacy? The training by which
these results can be obtained costs nothing. There was no militia budget for the men of Frontenac, no expense for uniforms or supplies of any sort. Frontenac's \vas a real militia, and no false imitation of an army, such gS Canada has to-day. It was cheap, effective, pleasant, and advantageous to the young men in all the steps of life afterwards. Dexterity, orderliness, self-control, good behaviour, politeness-these and many other benefits were derived from it. I should like the reader to read this paragraph a second time.
We have seen how Louis XIV censured Frontenac for the introduction of a body of delegates frGm the principal localities of the colony. This action was in perfect accord. with the despotic ideas of that monarch, whose systelTI of government separated the power from the people. But look now at the action of Frontenac in reply! Through the master-stroke whereby he created the captains of militia, he devised a scheme by which the people got more than could have been expected from the syndics. The intendant, the Council of the colony, even the King himself, accepted the captain of m.ilitia with all his attributes, but-strange to say-they did not suspect that he was the mouth-r:iece of the people. There was in New France no such thing as a municipal system, but the captain was, to all intents and purposes, a municipal system by himself. The French administration of Canada was not so bad as we have sometimes imcgined; for Frontenac's captain of militia was an essential part of it.
vVhat has been said does not apply only to the days of Frontenac. Nothing was changed after his departure. At the time of the conquest, the captain of militia was still in all the glories of his situation. The first step taken by General Amherst was to put the militia officers at the head of their parishes, and they continued to be for many years under British rule the intermediaries between all classes and the central power. Indeed, as late as the beginning of the :r..ineteenth century, after representative institu-)ions had been established, they retained their position ;'a.nd it / was not 'until 1868 that they finally disappeared. After 1760 there was no more drill, but the captain of militia remained because of his other functions and his recognized usefulness. The Militia Act of 1868 abolished the militia on paper, and thereby all that had been kept of the old system. If I were free to select an ancestor for myself, I should choose , a captain of militia before 1760, or even up to 1800.
